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Abstract 
 

This study aimed at developing and evaluating in Program of Nursing Specialty in Drug and 
Substance Abuse Users. Research design were Action Research, follow by Lewinvs concept, the 
research was 4 phase : 1) analyzed problems and developed a training program. 2) experimental phase 
: in class 1, 31 nurses were trained, 3) revised the program phase, 4) implement the revision program 
phase : in class 2, 37 nurses were trained. This study was conducted from August 2007 to August 
2010. The subjects of this study included : 1) a committee of curriculum development (n = 27), 2) 
nurses who completed training program (n = 68), 3) nursesv supervisor (n=59) 4) nursesv colleagues 
(n=59) and 5) drug and substance abuse users (n = 211). The questionnaire was used to measure 
satisfaction of graduate trainee on the program and the questionnaire to measure perception of nursesv 
supervisor and nursesv colleagues on competency of graduate trainee. The data was analyzed using 
percentage, mean, standard deviation, independence t - test and one way ANOVA. Qualitative data 
was analyzed by content analysis. The finding revealed that :  

1. The curriculum structure comprised of 16 credits for four months of training program. 
There are 4 courses of theory including : Health policy and nursing (2 credits), Pharmacology 
related to drug addiction (2 credits), Nursing in drug addiction I (3 credits) and II (3 credits). There 
are 2 course of practicum including : Nursing practicum in drug addiction I (3 credits) and Nursing 
practicum in drug addiction II (3 credits).  

2. The curriculum evaluation, the graduated trainee received a good grade of both theory and 
practicum course. The grade average were between 3.51- 3.75. Graduate trainee perceived they have 
knowledge in modurate level. Nursing competency in care person with drug addiction was high level. 
The knowledge and competency of graduate trainee of class 1 and class 2 were significant difference 
(p< .05).  Satisfaction and attitude toward the course were high level. For evaluation of ability in 
nursing practicum in drug and substance abuse users after training six months by their supervisors, 
colleagues and graduated trainee, all of them perceived that graduated trainee have high nursing 
competency to take care drug and substance abuse users and the opinion of three groups were  not  
statistically significant. Satisfaction of Drug and Substance Abuse Users toward Nursing competency 
in care person with drug addiction were high level. 

Recommendation from this study : this program can be used to train to register nurses who 
provide nursing care for person with drug and substance abuse. 


